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The Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 

 

The Council of the League of Arab States at the ministerial level convened in an Extraordinary 

Session on Tuesday, 15 June 2021 in Doha, 

- Having been briefed by the Foreign Ministers of the Republic of the Sudan and the 

Arab Republic of Egypt on the developments of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance 

Dam (GERD) and the outcome of the most recent rounds of negotiations under the 

auspices of the African Union with the aim of reaching a binding agreement on the 

rules for filling and operation of the GERD,   

- Recalling the relevant Resolutions adopted by the Arab League Council, the most 

recent of which was the Resolution by the Extraordinary Session of the Arab League 

Council at the Ministerial Level, which was convened on 23 June 2020 and the 

Resolution by the 153rd Ordinary Session of the Arab League Council at the 

Ministerial Level on 4 March 2020 respectively, 
  

1- Emphasizes that the water security of the Republic of Sudan and Arab Republic of 

Egypt is an integral part of the Arab national security; and rejects any action or 

procedure that affects their rights in the waters of the Nile River; 

2- Expresses appreciation for the efforts exerted by the Republic of South Africa 

during its presidency of the African Union in facilitating the successive rounds of 

negotiations on the GERD; and expresses gratitude for the role of HE President 

Félix Tshisekedi, President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo; the current 

Chairperson of the African Union, in reaching a just settlement of the question of 

the GERD;   

3- Emphasizes the importance of negotiation, in good faith, to urgently reach a fair, 

balanced and legally binding agreement on the question of GERD that achieves the 

common interests of the three countries and preserves the water rights of Egypt and 

Sudan; 

4- Expresses concern over the impasse in the negotiation process under the auspices 

of the African Union due to Ethiopia's positions, particularly during the Ministerial 

Meeting convened on 4-5 April 2021 in Kinshasa, the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo;  
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5- Expresses grave concern over Ethiopia’s declaration of its intention to continue 

filling the GERD reservoir during the upcoming flood season in the summer of 

2021, which constitutes a unilateral action that violates the customary and 

conventional international law, particularly the Declaration of Principles signed by 

the three countries in Khartoum on 23 March 2015; thus threatening to inflict 

serious damage on the water interests of Egypt and Sudan, especially the water 

facilities in Sudan, the most important of which is the Roseires Dam;  

6- Urges Ethiopia to refrain from taking any unilateral measures that harm the water 

interests of Egypt and Sudan, including the filling of the GERD reservoir without 

reaching an agreement on the rules for the dam’s filling and operation; 

7- Takes note of the letter addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Arab 

Republic of Egypt to the United Nations Security Council (attached); and agrees 

with what the letter contained concerning the ramifications that could threaten 

international and regional peace and security as a result of the failure to reach a just 

settlement of the GERD question; 

8- Calls on the Security Council to bear its responsibilities in this regard by holding an 

urgent meeting to discuss this issue and to undertake the necessary measures to 

initiate an effective negotiations process that ensures, within a specific time frame, 

a fair, balanced and legally binding agreement on the GERD that considers the 

interests of the three countries;  

9- Calls upon the Arab Member of the Security Council (the Republic of Tunisia), as 

well as the Follow-up Committee formed pursuant to the Resolution adopted by the 

Extraordinary Session of the Arab League Council convened on 23 June 2020 to 

follow up the developments of this question and coordinate with the Security 

Council in this regard, which consists of Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Iraq and 

the Secretariat General, to intensify its efforts and continue in close coordination 

with the Republic of Sudan and the Arab Republic of Egypt on future steps 

concerning this matter.    

(R. 8661 – Ex. S. - 15/06/2021) 
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(Annex) 
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Communiqué by 

the Extraordinary Session of the Council of the League of Arab States at the 

Ministerial Level  

    Doha, 15 June 2021 

 ــــــــــــــ

 

The Council of the League of Arab States at the Ministerial Level, in its 

Extraordinary Session held in Doha on 15 June 2021, congratulated the United Arab 

Emirates on its election for the non-permanent membership in the UN Security Council 

for the 2022-2023 term.   

The Arab League Council also thanked Tunisia for its efforts to defend the Arab 

causes and to seek to enhance cooperation between the League of Arab States and the 

United Nations during its membership in the Security Council for the term 2020-2021. 

 (Communiqué No 245 – Ex. O. S. - 15/06/2021) 
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