Outline and Ideas on The Impact of Wars and Conflicts on Families
Plenary Session I: Sheikha Hissa bint Khalifa Al Thani, Special Envoy of the Arab
League Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs

Based on my personal experience and my meetings with a number of refugee
families in camps and within communities in host countries, I will try to explore the

following:
. The psychological impact of refuge on the family
. The changing roles within the family as a result of refuge
. The impact on women and girls

oPsychosocial health

oPhysical health—including reproductive health

oGender relations and roles
. The impact on children and youth

» Psychosocial

 Educational

* Physical
. The changes in family relations and the culture of the Arab family—
particularly when families are seeking refuge in western countries

I will base my comments on personal observations in refugee communities across
the Arab World.

Recommendations / ideas for discussion
« How can we help preserve families
e The unity and health of the family while the social structure that
sustains them is breaking down.
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