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Cooperation Agreement between the League of Arai
States and the United Nations Qffice of the Special
Representative of the Secretary General for Children
and Armed Conflict

PP1. This Cooperation Agreement (CA) is entered into by the United Nations
Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and
Armed Conflict (hereinafter O/SRSG-CAAC) and the League of Arab States
(hereinafter LAS). The O/SRSG-CAAC and LAS are hercinafter jointly referred
to as the "Parties”.

PP2. Wheareas, United Nations General Assembly Resolution 56/40, dated 10
january 2002, calls upon the specialized agencies and other organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system to continue to cooperate with the
Secretary-General and among themselves, as well as with the LAS and its
specialized organizations, in the follow up of multilateral proposals aimed at
strengthenining and expanding cooperation in ali fields between the United
Nations system and the LAS and its specialized organizations;

PP3. Whereas, the Arab Summit in Baghdad in March 2013 called for the
implementation of the Fourth Arab High Level Conference on the Rights of
Child Declaration (Marrakech Declaration) and recognizing also that the LAS
has made a number of commitments to the Child’s rights agenda over the
years, including to develop Arab mechanisms capable of addressing the
negative impact of armed conflict on children, including taking measures to
monitor, document, study, follow-up and activate the role of Arab institutions
working in related fields;

PP4. Whereas, LAS agree to draw attention to children affected by armed
conflicts, specifically pertaining to the grave violations, and inaccordance with
v Security Council Resolutions 1261 (1999), 1314 (2000}, 1379 (20013, 1488
(2003), 1539 (2004), 1612 (2005}, 1882 (2009}, 1998 (2011), 2068 (2012)
and 2143 (2014);

PP5. Whereas, the 12th General Cooperation Meeting between LAS and the
United Nations and its specialized agencies in Geneva in June 2014 recognized
the special situation of children who have become vulnerable as a result of
poverty,'exclusion and conflict;



PP6. Whereas, the Parties are recalling the Convention of the Righis of the
Chila (CRC) ratified by 21 Members of the LAS aud its Upiional Proiocol an
Children and Armed Conflict ratified by 17 Members of the LAS;

PP7. Whereas, the mandate of hoth Parties share many commonalities and the
Parties therefore wish to enhance their cooperation in areas of mutual concern
to strengthen the effectivness of their efforts promoting the piotection and
well being of children affected by armad conflict within a peace and security
framework;

PPB. Therefore, the Parties agiree (o cooperate as folicws:

OF1. The purpose of this CA is to facilitate collaboration hetween Parties, ona
non-exclusive basis, and to develop a framework of action on children and
armed conflict in Members of the LAS as well as the LAS' broader protection
and human rights work in contexts of armed conflict; the Parties will therefore
aim to

1.1 Institutionalise these commitments in a ltigh Level mzeting;

1.2 Develop an overall mainstreaming strategy for the LAS to ensure that child
protection concerns during armed conflict are taken inte account in policies
and programmes of the Membersof the LAS;

1.3 dentify a high-level Children and Armed Conflict focal point within L.AS
headquarters who can interface within the social and palitical work of the
League linked up to peace and security;

1.4 Encourge all Member States of the LAS to ratify the Optional Protocal on
Children and Armed Conflict to the CRC, enabling the LAS to reach common,
international agreed upon standards regarding protection of children affected
by armed conflict;

1.5 In order to ensure that the issue of children affected by armed conflict is
reflected in activit =s conducred by Mombern of the LAS with the United
Nations, both parties will cooperate in order to urge the LAS Members to
include such issues in their political, peace keeping, and humanitarian work.

0OP2. The Parties agree to cooperate togethet, within their respective
mandates, on matters of common concern in all fields of child protection
pertaining to the Arab States region within the framework of its political peace
and security agenda,
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GF3. Within the framework of achieving these goals, the Pavties aim o
establish close ceoperation, exchange assistance and build capacities at the

country and regional levels in all fields of child protection in peace and
security.

OF4. The Parties may coordinaie activities and progranmies related to fields of
child protection ir peace and security, the Partics may cooperate in the
following areas of activity:

4.1 Strengthen institutional capaciiies in the LAS secretariat and, as requestad,
of its Member States to facilitaie humanitarian efforts and support protection
of children in armed conflict;

4.2 Organize related conferences, seminars, workshopsand training
programmes;

4.3 Other areas of mutual interest,

OP5. The Parties shall, on regular basis, keep each other informed of and

consult on matters of common interest, which are likelyto lead to mutual
collaboration. The CAAC agenda will be carried forward by the Secretary-
General of the League of Arab States and the Special Representative of the
Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict.

0OP6. The parties shall, at such intervals as deemed appropriate, convene
meetings to review the progress of activities being carried out in accordance
with the present CA and to plan future activities.

OP7. The parties may invite each other to send ohservers to meetings or
conferences convened by them or under their auspices in which, in the opinion
of either party, the other may have an interest. Invitations shall be subject to
the procedures applicable to such meetings or conferences.

0P8. This CA may be amended by the mutual written consent of the two
Parties. Any difference in the interpretation or implemen tation of this CA will
be settled amicably through consultations or negotiations between Parties.
OP9. This CA will come into effect on the date of its signature.

9.1 It will remain in effect for a period of 5 (five] years and be automatically

renewed for the same period unless either Party gives a notice in writing of its
intension to terminate this CA.
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For and on behalf of
The League of Arab States

Signature:

Dr. Nabil Elaraby

Secretary-General of the League of
Arab States

Date: 22 September 2014

Cor and on behalf of
The United Natiorns

Signature: 5

i

T
PN

.5!
i RS
:

1

i
l\M]f' Jan Eliasson

Deputy Secretary-General of the
United Nations

Date: 22 September 2014
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