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League of Arab States and UNWOMEN
Launch WPS Regional Action Plan

“Women, Peace, and Security in the Arab Ragion”

UN Secretariat Building -New York

The League of Arab States’ Department of Women, Family and Childhood launched the Executive
Action Plan “Women, Peace, and Security in the Arab Region” in partnership with UNWOMEN
Regional Office for Arab States on October, 12th 2015 at the UN Secretariat Building in New York,
coinciding with the High-level Review and launch of the Global Study on UNSCR 1325.

The Executive Action Plan adopted during the 144th Ordinary Session of the Ministerial Council
of the League of Arab States in September 2015 aims to guarantee the protection of women and
girls during armed conflicts, occupation and terrorism risks, to promote their rights and their full
participation in peace-building, and to support stability taking into account the transitions and

instability that the Arab Region has been experiencing.




WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE ARAB
REGION OFFICIAL LAUNCH

In collaboration with UNWOMEN, LAS-WFCD organized a side event coinciding with the High-
level Review and Launch of the Global Study on UNSCR 1325 on October, 12th 2015 at the UN

Secretariat Building in New York.

The event discussed women, peace, and security related issues, and ways to address the challenges
that women and girls face in light of the changes experienced by the Arab region in terms of conflict,
occupation, and terrorism, as well as the negative effects of war on social and psychological health
and its impact on women and girls. The event addressed women’s rights especially during armed
conflict, and the role of laws and regulations at the national level to enhance the protection of women

and girls displaced during armed conflict.

Keynote Speakers:
H.E. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN
WOMEN.
H.E. Ahmad Fathallah, Permanent Representative of the League of Arab States to the UN.
H.E. Inas Mekkawy, Head of the Women, Family, and Childhood Department, League of Arab
States
H.E. Mohammad Naciri, Regional Director, UN WOMEN Regional Office for Arab States.
H.E. Salma El Nems, Secretary-General of the Jordanian National Commission for Women.

Dr. Alaa Murabit, Founder and President of the Voice of Libyan Women.

Representatives of women’s machineries, and a number of regional and international organizations

concerned with women, peace and security at national, regional and international levels attended

the event.




Afflicted by armed conflicts and an alarming surge

in terrorist extremism in several countries, the
Arab region has seen some of the worst forms of
sexual and gender-based violence during conflict,
from the abduction and sexual enslavement of
young girls under the Islamic State, to early and

forced marriages as a result of displacement.

For Syria alone, over four million Syrians are
now refugees, 50.4% of whom are women who
find themselves more economically and socially
vulnerable than ever. Conflicts also exacerbate
existing gender inequalities, further compromising
women’s economic rights, reproductive rights and

access to education and adequate healthcare.

However, when it is time for reconstruction and
peace building, women are often absent from
the negotiation tables, which entrenches gender
inequality communities as

well. Between 1992 and 2011, only 9% of peace

in post-conflict

negotiators around the world were women.

The Executive Action Plan calls for meaningful
participation of women and girls at all levels of
decision making to build and preserve peace in

conflict areas and to combat terrorism.

¢ Support meaningful participation of women
and girls and their leadership role at all levels
in decision-making positions to build and
preserve peace, resolve conflicts, and combat

terrorism.

e Ensure the prevention of conflicts and all
forms of Violence Against Women in times of
peace, conflict, and insecurity, and under the

threat of terrorism.

e Protect women and girls from conflicts and
all forms of violence in all times of peace and

during and after conflicts.

¢ Ensure access for women and girls in the Arab
region to their needs of relief and recovery,
especially those most vulnerable to violence;
provide capacity-building for relief and
recovery workers during and after conflicts

and in areas threatened by terrorism.




Resolution 1325 advocates for transforming the view of women in times of conflict as victims only to agents

of peace and change.

“As peacekeepers, mediators, negotiators and

political leaders, they [women] are agents for social

change and for sustainable peace”. H.E. Phumzile
Mlambo-Ngucka, Under-Secretary-General and UN

WOMEN Executive Director

In Tunisia, for example, intense tensions in the country could have led to civil war, said H.E. Ahmad Fathallah,
Permanent Observer for the League of Arab States at the United Nations, but the tremendous efforts of the
Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet had a significant impact on pushing the country in the direction of
dialogue instead of conflict; efforts that were internationally acclaimed when the Quartet received the Nobel

Peace Prize.

“The Open Debate to review and access the
implementation of resolution 1325 (2000) comes at
a time when Arab countries are undergoing major
transformations in which women have been victimized,
which represents a threat to the progress that they had
achieved in the Arab region. The Quartet played a major

role to forge the path for dialogue and peace, and one of

the four is a woman”. H.E. Ahmed Fathallah, Permanent

Observer of the League of Arab States.

The Executive Action Plan stresses the need for the prevention of all forms of violence including sexual
gender-based violence during conflict. The plan allocates resources and provisions to promote for women’s

participation in peacebuilding, mediation and diplomacy at all levels of the decision making process.




“This is why we continue investing and working hard

in order to promote women political participation
at all levels. And this is why our Regional Action
Plan on Women, Peace and allocates resources and
provisions to push forward women’s participation in
peacebuilding, mediation, and diplomacy at all levels
of decision making.” H.E. Inas Mekkawy, Head of
WECD, League of Arab States

Involvement of women in peacebuilding is not only a right owed to women especially because of the
disproportionate impact of conflicts on their lives, it is also an added enhancement for the chances of conflict

resolution and a guarantee for the sustainability of peace.

“There is a need for an inclusive process in
peacebuilding; one that has room for differences

and one that carves out spaces for women and

girls.” H.E. Mohammad Naciri, Regional Director, UN
WOMEN Regional Office for Arab States.

As a direct result of instability in times of conflict, gender equality and development are hindered, noted H.E.

Salma Nims, Secretary-General of Jordan’s National Commission for Women.




“Jordon is fast-tracking a national action plan

that takes into consideration the emerging issues,

including refugees and extremist thinking, and how

women can and should play an important role in
peacebuilding.” H.E. Salma Nims, Secretary General,

Jordanian National Commission for Women

The League of Arab States’ action plan is a tremendous show of commitment from the Arab League member

states. But it is only the beginning; a first step towards the formulation of a responsive policy.

Policy; however, “needs to be followed up by action,

Implementation and resources; policy alone is not

enough.” Dr. Alaa Murabit, Libyan women’s rights

advocate

League of Arab States - Department of Women, Family and Childhood in partnership with UNWOMEN
Regional Office for Arab States and relevant partners will convene the first meeting of the Emergency
Commission, which aims to advocate for the protection of women and girls in areas of armed conflict and to
combat all forms of violence during conflicts. In addition, provide technical support in collaboration with
UN agencies and civil society organizations to LAS Member States on the development of national action

plans.




League of Arab States Strengthens Community Work to Combat Violence
against Women

Having witnessed the exceptional circumstances in the region and based on our concern over the
situation and our belief in the importance of eradicating all forms of violence and discrimination
against women, the League of Arab States has taken steps to diversify our actions. We have
undertaken regional strategies to reinforce community action to eliminate violence directed
against women, while conforming to all international resolutions, in particular resolution 1325

(2000), advocating the protection and empowerment of women in peace and war.

Adopting the Regional Strategy and Plan of Action on Women, Peace, and
Security

The League’s 144th ministerial meeting, held in September, adopted a regional strategy and
executive plan of action to protect Arab women and peace and security. That represents an
important step to strengthen the awareness of officials and all other stakeholders with respect to

all international and regional resolutions related to the issue of women and peace and security.

The regional strategy and the executive plan of action are based on the participation, protection
and empowerment of women. The executive plan of action on the protection of Arab women’s
security and peace is the result of dialogue and consultations with stakeholders and member
states of the League. The 12th October event shed light on the impact of war and armed conflict
on women and girls in the Arab countries, including migration. We therefore need to improve
the mechanisms for dialogue and experiences in that regard. The League of Arab States intends

to hold a regional conference in January regarding the executive plan of action.

Permanent Representative of the League of Arab
States to the UN, H.E. Ahmed Fathalla at the Open
Debate on Women, Peace, and Security

(UN Security Council, 13 October 2015)




