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Final Report of 

The Second Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural Development 

and Food Security 

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

2
nd
 October, 2013 

The Second Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural Development and 

Food Security was held on October 2nd, 2013 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The 

meeting was attended by the African and Arab Ministers, and representatives from 

the Ministries of Agriculture, African Union Commission (AUC), The League of 

Arab States (LAS), and a number of related organizations, institutions and 

associations. 

Opening Session: 

In his speech, H.E. Dr.Ayman Farid Abu Hadeed– Minister of Agriculture and 

Agricultural Reclamation of Land–The Arab Republic of Egypt (Head of the 

previous Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural Development and Food 

Security in 2010) stated that Egypt had  hosted the previous Ministerial meeting in 

Sharm Elsheikh ,2010 where both  the Joint Action Plan (JAP) and the Sharm 

ElSheikh Resolution were issued and that they  mark the general framework for the 

Africa-Arab Co-operation towards Agricultural Development and Food Security. 

H.E. stated that this Second Ministerial meeting held in Riyadh would draw the 

future steps and the implementation mechanisms that would encourage this joint 

co-operation. Moreover, he called upon all the related parties to elevate the 

obstacles that face the Development Programs in the field of Agriculture and to 
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give priority to Agriculture within their Political Working Programs. He 

emphasized the importance of encouraging Agricultural Investment through the 

adequate use of the available natural resources that the two regions enjoy, in order 

to face issues of Food Security and bridge the Food Gap. In addition to the 

importance of unifying their concerted efforts to face the international and regional 

challenges specifically the Climate changes that affects biological differentiation 

and natural resources in a negative manner and hinder agricultural development. 

He also gave an overview of the steps taken by the Ministry to encourage the 

Agricultural sector and are encompassed within both  their Agricultural Strategy 

for Sustainable Development until 2030 and the regional programs for it during 

2013-2017.In conclusion, he passed over the chairmanship of the meeting to H.E. 

Fahd  Bin Abdel Rahman Balghunaim – Minister of Agriculture – The Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia (Head of the current Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural 

Development and Food Security , Riyadh 2013). 

 

Mrs.Rowda Besi Tomosumi – Commissioner for Rural Economy and 

Agriculture at the African Union, welcomed the delegates and expressed her 

gratitude to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for their generous hospitality. She 

emphasized the importance of the agricultural sector to both the African and Arab 

regions indicating that the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural program (CAADP) 

which was launched in 2003, serves as a guidance tool for the policies and 

strategies of the African countries. Moreover, she added that this strategy should 

be implemented in order to achieve agricultural development and to ensure Food 

Security. H.E. stressed that this would full-fill this joint partnership and has 

participated in improving the performance of agricultural development in Africa to 

a very large extent thus making Africa one of the fastest growing economies in the 

world despite the fact that some of this countries do not produce oil. She stated that 
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the agricultural sector in Africa provides promising opportunities for trade and 

investment and has witnessed an increase in the inflow of foreign direct 

investments within the last few years. She added that the Arab investments in 

Africa can easily increase and that the tool of Africa-Arab co-operation can be 

used as a strong instrument for encouraging trade and investment through 

benefitting from the available concrete cultural, geographic neighborhood and 

natural resources in the two regions. She added that the theme of this meeting, 

"Strengthening Africa-Arab co-operation through supporting sustainable 

investment in Agricultural Development and Food Security" is extremely 

important and requires all the parties to exert their efforts to implement the 

JAP.H.E. emphasized the need to register the progress achieved and the obstacles 

that face the implementation specifically those related to establishing the 

Facilitation Unit that has not  yet been operationalized indicating that the AUC has 

taken positive steps in this regard. In conclusion, she stressed the importance of the 

recommendations of the High Level Officials Meeting for the Second Joint Africa–

Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural Development and Food Security, whose 

aim is to catalyze the implementation of the JAP and that has been adopted by the 

First Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural Development and Food 

Security, Sharm El Sheikh 2010. 

 

H.E. Dr. Ambassador Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al Twaijri – Assistant 

Secretary General for Economic Affairs, League of Arab States expressed his 

appreciation to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for their bountiful hospitality and 

stressed that the communication with our African brothers aims at increasing the 

depth of partnership between the Arab and African countries. He emphasized that 

the First Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural Development and Food 

Security, Sharm El Sheikh 2010, issued the JAP (2011-2016) that called for the 
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initiation of the Facilitation Unit as a tool for following up its implementation has 

not yet been activated.. He requested all the related parties to work towards 

initiating this unit , stressed the importance of the Steering Committee and  the 

need to provide the required financial obligations for the unit so it may begin 

commencing its duties. H.E. added that the recommendations of the High Level 

Officials Meeting must be implemented in order to allow the establishment of joint 

programs that are of benefit to the people of both regions. He stressed the 

importance of encompassing the Private Sector and the basic role that it plays in 

investment within the Small and Medium Size Enterprises (SME's), to enhance the 

role of the Private Sector, the Farmer Organizations and Producers , to benefit from 

the currently existing entities in both regions and their enhancement. H.E. 

concluded the importance of encouraging the Africa-Arab co-operation in order to 

establish a solid Partnership that serves the goals of the past, current and future 

Summits whose main priority is investment in agriculture and is the main topic in 

National Programs, thus this Partnerships represent a strong factor in pushing 

forward Africa–Arab Economic   cooperation.  

 

In his speech H.E Dr. Fahd Bin Abdul Rahman Balghunaim – Minister of 

Agriculture – The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia welcomed the delegates from both 

the African and Arab sides, and he stated that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 

November 2008 had the honor of also hosting the High Level Meeting of Experts 

on Agricultural Development and Food Security. This meeting discussed the 

primary and important steps for realization of mutual visions, methods, programs 

and required mechanisms for the reinforcement of Africa-Arab efforts and plans 

for coordination and integration in Sustainable Agricultural Development and Food 
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 Security in both regions. H.E. clarified that this Second meeting convened in 

Riyadh is to follow-up and provide the necessary and intensification efforts for 

achieving Food Security and Sustainable agricultural Development. He also added 

that the meeting aims to review the current situation of Agricultural Development 

and Food Security progress in the two regions and the challenges facing 

agricultural cooperation, in order to reach feasible suggestions that will catalyzing 

the implementation of the JAP (2011-2016) that has been rectified by the Africa-

Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural Development and Food Security, Sharm 

ElSheikh 2010 and approved by the Second Africa-Arab Summit in October 2010 , 

Sirte/ Libya. Moreover, he stated that the JAP aims at achieving Food Security and 

Sustainable Agricultural Development, and is based on the close proximity of the 

mutual visions and integration of the two regions' strategies. On the Arab side, this 

is represented by the Arab Strategy for Sustainable Development (ASSAD) and on 

the African side, by the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Plan 

(CAADP) within the framework of the New Partnership of Africa's Development 

(NEPAD).   H.E. emphasized that the JAP also aims at establishing a mechanism 

for its implementation through establishing a Facilitation Unit, a Steering 

Committee and that necessary financial obligations should be provided by the 

existing Arab and African institutions. 

Furthermore, H.E. stressed that the issues of Agricultural Development and Food 

Security are major areas of priority within the structure of development in the Arab 

and African regions, and that in spite of efforts made to develop agricultural 

development yet the problem of food shortage still prevails. In this context, the 

Food Gap in 2010 (based on the figure of AOAD) is approximately $34 billion in 

the Arab world and $14 billion in Africa, hence requiring us to exert more effort 

and to allocate more resources to face these joint challenges through cooperation 
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 that is based on a mutual vision and strategic partnership to achieve Agricultural 

Development and Food Security in both regions. H.E. gave an overview on a 

number of recommendations made by the Second High Level Experts Meeting on 

Agricultural Development and Food Security for the Second Africa Arab 

Ministerial Meeting. In conclusion, he stated that The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

allocates great importance to Africa- Arab   cooperation where Africa is highly 

ranked within their programs on Food Security related to Saudi agricultural 

investment abroad, within the Kind Abdullah's Initiative for Saudi Agricultural 

Investment Abroad. Accordingly this Initiative encourages Saudi Investors to 

invest in countries that have promising agricultural potential and to provide the 

Kingdom with sufficient food supplies and to coherently develop agriculture in 

these countries. Lately, Saudi agricultural investment in Africa has witnessed a 

great increase. 

The delegates and participants welcomed the speech of H.E Dr. Fahd Bin Abdul 

Rahman Balghunaim – Minister of Agriculture – The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

and emphasized its importance and requested that it be added as one of the main 

official documents of the Ministerial Meeting (Annex II). 

II. Work Organization 

1. Election Of The Members Of The Office Of The Meeting: 

After consultations between the Arab and African sides and in pursuance of the 

rules and regulations, Ministers approved the election of members of the Bureau, 

which was agreed upon in the High Level officials Meeting, as follows: 
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a. The Africa Side:  

• Co-chairperson – Chad 

•  Vice chairman – The Gambia 

•  Rapporteur -  Burkina Faso 

b. The Arab Side:  

• Co-chairperson – The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

•  Vice Chairman- State of Kuwait 

•  Rapporteur- State of Qatar 

2. Adoption of the Agenda and Work Programme 

The agenda and work programme were considered and adopted by the Ministers 

and representatives.  

III . Final Report Of The High Level Officials Meeting In Preparation For 

The Second Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting On Agricultural Development 

And Food Security: 

Ministers reviewed the final report and recommendations of The High Level 

Officials Meeting; and in light of the discussions, the final report and the 

recommendations were approved by the Ministers, as follows: 

1. We call upon The League of Arab States, The African Union and Regional 

Organizations to implement the Joint Action Plan and activate existing 

mechanisms of African Arab cooperation in Agriculture Development and Food 
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Security and enhance their role in developing proposed agricultural projects and 

programs as follows: 

i. The Facilitation Unit should be composed of fulltime-qualified experts to work 

with businessmen, governmental bodies and financial institutions and provide 

suggestions to ensure cooperation in the field of Agricultural investment in both 

the private and public sectors. Also, the African Union and the Arab League 

should pay their contributions to the Facilitation Unit budget on a yearly basis. 

ii. The Facilitation Unit is tasked to provide full  and integrated Agricultural 

investment information system in cooperation with member states and to define  

the most important  and viable agricultural projects and disseminate them 

among businessmen, investors, governments and the private sector and promote 

agricultural investment in the two regions and identify competitive advantages 

for the countries within the two regions.  

iii. Call upon the Governments in the member States to designate focal persons in 

their Ministries to coordinate with the Steering Committee and to present 

information, programmes, investment maps and feasibility studies in the fields 

of agricultural development and food security. 

iv. Expand Arab and African cooperation mechanisms in Agricultural development 

and food security to include the private sector, investors, cooperative 

associations and farmers' organizations. 

2.Call upon African and Arab States and their financial institutions to provide the 

needed financial resources to expand investments in the agricultural sector and 

other sectors related to food security, and encourage the private sector to increase 

its investments in agriculture especially those related to food and nutrition security,  
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3.Encourage scientific research, develop agricultural programmes and agricultural 

dissemination and technology transfer which are related to agricultural investment 

to develop agricultural inputs and post-harvest technologies. 

4.Call upon Arab African and International financial institutions to contribute in 

supporting the African Union- Pan African Tsetse and Trypanosomiasis 

Eradication Campaign (AU-PATTEC) to create one million square kilometers of 

Tsetse free areas in affected countries by 2025 and to eradicate the Tsetse fly in the 

shortest time in the spirit of Africa partnership. 

 

IV. Riyadh Resolution Endorsed By The Second Africa-Arab Ministerial 

Meeting On Agricultural Development And Food Security 

Ministers and Head of delegations of The Second Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting 

on Agricultural Development and Food Security discussed the Riyadh draft 

resolution, which was submitted by The High Level Officials Meeting, and in light 

of the deliberations, discussions, and modifications, Ministers and Head of 

delegations ratified Riyadh resolution.  
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RIYADH RESOLUTION 

The Second Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting 

 on Agricultural Development and Food Security 

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

2nd October, 2013 

 

Ministers of Agriculture in the African and Arab States in their Second Meeting on 

Agricultural Development and Food Security hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia held in RIYADH, during 29-30 September to 1-2 October 2013 under the 

Theme" Strengthening  Africa Arab  Cooperation through Promoting 

Sustainable Investment  in Agriculture and Food security" in the context of the 

Joint Action Plan (JAP). 

EXPRESSING gratitude to the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

represented by the Ministry of Agriculture, for their gracious reception , generous 

hospitality and providing all means and facilities to ensure the success of the 

meeting; 

REFERRING to the outcome of the first Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on 

Agricultural Development and Food Security, held in Sharm El Sheik, Egypt in 

February 2010, which approved the Joint Action Plan (JAP) on Agricultural 

Development and Food Security in the African and Arab Regions and called for 

the establishment of a Facilitation Unit to effectively follow up the implementation 

of the JAP; 
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NOTING WITH APPRECIATION that, with the exception of some areas of 

food insecurity, the general food situation in both African and Arab regions has 

improved in the past three years, while NOTING the fact that the effects of 

Climate Change continue to pose a challenge to agricultural production; 

RECOGNIZING the potential role that, the Private Sector in the African and 

Arab regions can play in improving agricultural investment between  the two 

regions;  

EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER the non-operationalization of the Facilitation 

Unit; while RECOGNISING the establishment of the Steering Committee; 

BEING CONVINCED of the fact that the eradication of Tse tse fly and 

Trypanosomiasis in affected countries is an important precondition for agricultural 

development and food security in the two regions and APPRECIATING the 

support provided by the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa 

(BADEA) to the African Union Pan African Tsetse and Trypanosomiasis 

Eradication Campaign (AU-PATTEC) in this regard;  

CONSIDERING the Recommendations of the African and Arab High Officials 

Meeting held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from 29 to 30 September 2013, based on 

the outcomes of the study on Agriculture Investment in the context of JAP and 

Sustainable Agricultural Investment to Strengthen Africa – Arab Cooperation 

conducted by the African Union Commission and the General Secretariat of the 

League of Arab States; 

 HAVE DECIDED TO: 

1. Take note of the Report of the Official High Level Meeting and adopt its 

Recommendations.  
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2. Endorse the official statement made by the Chair of the meeting, the Minister of 

Agriculture of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to be part of the official 

documents of the meeting. 

3. Call upon the Africa Union Commission and the General Secretariat of the 

League of Arab States to take all practical measures to start implementation of 

JAP within the framework of the Arab Strategy for Sustainable Agricultural 

Development (ASSAD) 2005-2025 and Comprehensive African Agriculture 

Development Program (CAADP) Strategies and prepare projects identified in 

the two strategies and monitor progress of implementation. 

4. Call upon Arab African and International  financialto contribute in supporting 

the African Union- Pan African Tsetse and Trypanosomiasis Eradication 

Campaign (AU-PATTEC) to create one million square kilometers of Tsetse free 

areas in affected countries by 2025 and to eradicate the Tsetse fly in the shortest 

time in the spirit of Africa partnership 

5. Invite the African and Arab governments to develop the infrastructure and 

support the efforts of the Private Sector, Farmers and Producers Organizations 

of African and Arab regions to participate in implementing JAP aiming to 

develop agriculture in the two regions; 

6. Call upon governments of African and Arab regions to prepare project profiles 

that would serve as pre-feasibility studies of projects for investment.    

7. Call upon the Africa Union Commission, the General Secretariat of the League 

of Arab States and the financial institutions in both the African and Arab 

regions to support the work of the Facilitation Unit and implementation of the 

Joint Action Plan. 
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8. Request the African Union Commission and the General Secretariat of the 

League of Arab States to designate a Coordinator and Vice Coordinator to 

initiate the operationalization of the Unit as an Independent Africa-Arab Joint 

Mechanism by the first Quarter of 2014; 

9. Endorse the composition of the steering committee, the chairperson would be 

alternately between League of Arab States represented by AOAD and the AUC. 

The committee members would be as follows: 

-Representative from AUC and Representative from LAS- GS. 

-Representative from NEPAD planning and coordination. 

-Representative from African Development Bank.  

-Representative from Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa. 

-Representative from Islamic Bank. 

-Representative from one of the Arab Financing Institutions and representative 

from the African Regions. 

-Representative from The Private Sector from the African Region and 

representative from the Arab Region.  

-Representative from The Farmer organizations from the African Region and 

Representative from the Arab Region.  

10. Request the steering committee to submit progress report, its achievements as 

well as the challenges on biannual basis to the Ministers of Agriculture of both 

regions. The African Union commission and League of Arab States should 

follow-up the implementation of recommendations of the steering committee. 
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11. Call upon the League of Arab States and the African Union Commission to 

fulfill their financial obligations towards the budget of the Facilitation Unit in 

order to recruit a Coordinator and staff to implement its projects. 

12. Request the African Union Commission and the General Secretariat of the 

League of Arab States to closely follow up the implementation of this 

Resolution. 

 

V. Place And Venue Of The The Third Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting On 

Agricultural Development And Food Security 

Ministers and heads of delegations welcomed the proposal of the Republic of 

Uganda to host the Third Africa-Arab Ministerial Meeting on Agricultural 

Development and Food Security which will be held in October 2015. 
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n The Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

Your Excellencies, Ministers of Agriculture in the Arab and African 

Countries. 

Your Excellencies, 

Our esteemed guests, 

Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon you. 

 It gives me a great pleasure to warmly welcome you in the capital city of Riyadh, 

which is honored to host this important meeting of the Arab and African Ministers 

of Agriculture over its lands. 

 In November 2008, Riyadh had also the honor of hosting the high-level meeting 

of experts on agricultural development and food security, which was jointly 

organized by the Arab League and African Union. This meeting discussed the 

primary and important steps for realization of mutual visions, methods, programs 

and required mechanisms for reinforcement of Arab-African efforts and plans of 

coordination, cooperation and integration in the sustainable agricultural 

development and food security in both regions. 

This meeting is convened to follow and provide the necessary and intensification 

of efforts for achieving food security and sustainable agricultural development. It 

also aims at reviewing the present situation of food security and agricultural 

development progress achieved in the two regions, and specific challenges to 

agricultural cooperation with the purpose of having acceptable options to correct the 
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development track and speed up the implementation of the joint action plan, taking 

into consideration the learnt lessons from the past.  

Accordingly, this meeting tries to provide the needed implementation 

suggestions that are required to provide a positive momentum to activate and speed 

up the joint action plan of the food security and sustainable development, which was 

approved in the joint ministerial meeting of the Arab and African Ministers of 

Agriculture, held in Sharm el-Sheikh, in February 2010; and rectified by the 2nd 

Arab-African Summit Meeting in Sirte in October 2010. 

The joint action plan has been based on the close proximity of the mutual visions 

and integration of the two regions’ strategies, which on the Arab Side was 

represented by the Arabian strategy for sustainable development 2005-2025 and on 

the African Side by the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development (CAAPD), 

which was formulated on the basis of the framework of the New Partnership of 

Africa's Development (NEPAD). The joint action plan tries to achieve food security 

and sustainable agricultural development through enhancing coordination in the 

areas of cropping intensification, improving productivity, research development, 

knowledge transfer, and  trade development, and building up the strategic reserves, 

capacity building, and training and adapting to climate change.  

The joint plan emphasizes the importance for improving the investment climate, 

to facilitate the private sector’s effective participation in funding investments and 

other aspects of the joint action plan.  It also aims at establishing a mechanism for 

its implementation and establishment of facilitation unit and a steering committee. . 

The financing of the joint action plan will also be obtained from the existing Arab 

and African institutions. 

Honorable guests; 
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The sustainable agricultural development and food security challenges are top 

priorities of the development in both the Arab and African regions. In spite of the 

efforts put in agricultural development, food security and the relative improvement 

in food security in both regions over the past years, the challenge of food shortage 

remained one of the serious problems in Africa and the Arab world. This shortage 

was reflected in the steady increase in food imports, and rapidly widening food gap 

between production and consumption, as a result of the fast population growth, 

which was not met by equal rates of increase of food production.  

In this context, the average food gap during 2010, according to (the Arab 

Organization for Agriculture Development (AOAD) reached about $ 34 billion in 

the Arab World and $ 14 billion in Africa. In addition, FAO indicated that about 

290 million people (most of whom are in Sub-Saharan Africa) are still suffering 

from food acute shortage-attributed to low productivity and low agriculture 

production- sharp deficit in the food trade balance, decline in economic 

performance, Climate Variability, and recurrence of natural disasters. However, 

available projections indicate that a future food demand will increase at a faster and 

greater rate than production. 

 This, in tern, will lead to more reliance on the food imports under the risks of a 

new food crisis, restrictions of exports in international markets which are the impact 

of profound negative effects of climate changes, water scarcity, flaring of 

Transboundary Animal and Plant pests and Diseases risks, and price fluctuations 

internationally and regionally. 

It goes without saying that our two regions are facing an uneven present and 

future food problem. This entails from us to exert more efforts, and allocate more 

resources, in order to overcome the tough challenges and obstacles that face us. We 
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can face this challenge threat through close coordination, cooperation to build 

mutual visions and a strategic partnership necessary for realizing food security and 

sustainable agricultural development in both regions. 

Fortunately, there are many factors that made this strategic partnership between 

the Arab and African regions attracting, feasible and successful: Firstly, Leaders’ 

and governments are committed to cooperate and coordinate in food security, which 

is very clearly reflected in the recommendations of the African and Arab Summits, 

as well as the Joint African-Arab Summits since 1977 till Sirtre (Libya) Summit in 

2010. Secondly, there are broad bases of possible and successful agricultural 

integration between the two regions here Africa on one side has abundant natural 

resources but with limited financial resources, while the Arab side has financial 

surpluses but with limitations on agricultural resources, especially water resources, 

and the rising demand for food. Thirdly, both regions reap mutual benefits from this 

cooperation.  The benefits of host countries of investment include: advanced 

technology which increases agricultural productivity and development and creates 

job opportunities. The benefits also include acceleration of  the economic growth, 

improvement of the infrastructures and services, and support to the balance of 

payments through developing exports and minimizing imports, and development of 

areas where is the investment is taking place. This will increase income and living 

standards, as well as poverty alleviation of local hosting communities. On the other 

hand, benefits for the investing countries include improvement of food security 

conditions, through continuous and stable food supplies; in addition to providing 

profitable investment opportunities to the investors. 

Honorable audience,  
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Despite the clear the objectives and political commitment for  food security and 

agricultural development, the objectives have not been yet translated into definite 

practical, cooperation, regional projects or programs, with well known results and 

time dimensions, not to mention, the slow implementation of the joint action plan 

and poor media coverage especially for the private sector, local community 

organizations and farmers' unions.  

Even though, the bilateral investments cooperation among the countries of the two 

regions has continued unabated contrary to the absence of the collective programs 

and projects. This indicates that the joint action plan has been faced by certain 

difficulties and challenges that we hope had been overcome in the high officials’ 

meeting in last two days. We hope that the applicable solutions are included in 

their report in the form of proposals which would be presented to your esteemed 

meeting later today for further consideration and approval to form a basis for the 

approval of the recommendations of activating the Arab-African action plan on the 

agricultural development and food security; in preparation for submission and 

consideration of approval in the Arab-African Cooperation Summit which will be 

held in Kuwait during November 2013. 

Let’s hope that our meeting will lead to recommendation that would improve 

our progress through activating and speeding up (but not rushing) the 

implementation of the joint action plan. This could be achieved by preparation of 

agricultural cooperation programs and projects, and effective follow-up 

mechanisms, which will improve efficiency and flexibility in facing the setbacks. 

After this long preparatory transitional period of African-Arab cooperation in 

food security, concrete and effective collective actions - which reinforce our food 

security, have become a pressing need to prevent disappointment, and assist in the 
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realization of hopes and aspirations of our leaders and peoples to have fruitful and 

meaningful results, that could fulfill the objectives of the Arab-African cooperation 

in the field of agriculture. It will also build the trust to face the present the 

international and regional accelerating challenges and changes. The road for 

cooperation is very long but we are determined to achieve our goals of this 

cooperation by perseverance, hard work and continuous revision. 

 

 Accordingly, the delegates may find it relevant to take into their consideration the 

following points, when they consider and approve the suggestions of the high 

officials, which will be presented to them later today: 

1-     UN Secretary General has recently launched "ZERO HUNGER" challenge 

campaign calling for elimination of hunger. Thus, hunger elimination can be 

considered as one of the long-run strategic objectives of the Arab-African 

agricultural cooperation. 

2-   A report released by the FAO states that the world’s food waste and loss was 

estimated at 1.3 billion tons. Since this is a problem which is facing both 

regions and is not getting much attention.  We propos that it should be in the 

high agenda of the joint action plan. We see that the cooperation programs 

should focus on research, guidance, storage and marketing. The decrease in 

losses and waste would greatly contribute to food security and utilization of 

the natural resources. 

3-   Programs and projects should be prepared with effective participation of the 

private sector, which will include the investors, farmers and civil society 

organizations, and local communities in the hosting countries. 
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4-   The emphasis should be given to the leading role of the private sector in 

implementing the action plan. This requires improving the investment climate 

in the provision of the investment hosting countries, including laws and 

policies, assistance and motivation; enhancing the government bodies and 

administrations performance. 

5-   Strict commitment to the efficiency criteria, and comparative and competitive 

advantage, so as to be a main element for project selection, and resource 

distribution according to the priorities of the joint action plan. 

6-   The agricultural investment should be acceptable by the local communities, 

taking into consideration their interests, and securing their rights in resources, 

as well deterring the land possession for the purpose of speculation. 

7- The youth category in the Arab and Africa suffer from increasing 

unemployment, especially in Africa, in which more than (60%) of its 

population rely on agriculture. Therefore, we hope that the major investment 

projects (both of public and private sectors) will work toward creating job 

opportunities to the residents of receiving investment hosting areas. Among 

the other possible choices for creating job opportunities is to call upon every 

major agricultural investment project to cooperate with a number of small 

farms that may be located at the borders of the major project. They could be 

managed by local, small farmers; something called the "satellite farms". For 

these farms, the investor shall provide production inputs in return for the 

products of these farms at prices and specifications to be agreed upon in 

advance. This process is termed "contract farming". This choice strikes a 

balance between the large farming projects and small farmers, maintaining the 

many benefits of the economy of scale. In addition, the foreign investment 

could also employ the local people in the large farm run by him or his partners. 
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8-   Benefiting from similar regional cooperation experiences at the world level, 

and adopting whatever is relevant to the conditions of both regions. 

9-   Definition of a clear methodology and action plan with clear objectives to fund 

the joint action plan by the existing Arab and African Financial institutions, 

which are specified in the approved recommendations. 

10- Seeking ways to develop joint policies to insure and guarantee investment in 

both regions. 

11- Setting a clear methodology and mechanism to follow-up and evaluate the 

recommendation’s implementation of the Summits as well as meetings of the 

Arab and African Ministers of Agriculture, and the joint Arab-African Action 

Plan for Agriculture and Food Security. 

 

 

Honorable guests; 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has always given a special attention to the Arab-

African cooperation, which is in line with the Kingdom’s belief of the importance 

of cooperation among brothers and friends to find out joint solutions, and work 

toward the integration of roles, in a manner that maximizes the mutual benefits for 

all.  

Realizing the deeply rooted historic, geographical, cultural and economic ties 

between the Arab World and Africa, and the distinctive economic and cultural 

relations with the African countries, the Kingdom is ranking  Africa high in its 

programs for food security within the King Abdullah s’ Initiative for Saudi 

Agricultural Investment Abroad.  It encourages Saudi Investors to utilize their 

resources and experiences abroad to achieve mutual benefits, by providing the 

Kingdom with the sufficient food supplies.  
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At the same time, developing and modernizing agriculture in the hosting 

countries, especially the rural communities in these countries. This, in turn, will 

further contribute directly to food security in the host countries themselves, and 

indirectly to the world and regional food security. 

For this reason, the Kingdom is keen on assuring that the Saudi agricultural 

investments abroad work within the framework of a foreign, responsible 

agricultural investment, that achieves mutual benefit through observing and 

maintaining the interests of the other party. It is quite worth mentioning that the 

Saudi agricultural investments in Africa enjoyed a speedy and large increase in the 

recent years. 

Dear guests,  

In conclusion, please allow me to extend my deepest thanks and appreciation to 

the African Union Commission and General Secretariat of the Arab League for the 

efforts, thoughts and work in strengthening cooperation between the two regions in 

all aspects; and the follow-up of the joint action plan of agriculture and food 

security. 

I wish all success to this meeting in its debates and discussions and results, 

wishing Africa, the Arab World and the participant countries all success, prosperity 

and progress. 

 

                    Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon you. 

  

 



 45 

 


