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Aboul Gheit's address on Arab Document Day

13 November 2025

Your Excellency Dr. Abdullah Majid Al Ali,
President of the Arab Regional Branch of the International Council on Archives,

Your Excellency Professor Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Kamal,
Director of the Institute of Arab Studies and Research,
Representative of the Director-General of the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organisation (ALECSO),

Your Excellency Dr. Ahmed bin Abdullah Al Buainain,
Chairman of the Memory of the World Commission for the Arab Region,



Ladies and Gentlemen,
Distinguished Guests,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States. I thank you all for joining us today to mark Arab Document Day, which we celebrate annually. This important initiative was launched by ALECSO in the early 2000s to underscore the importance of the Arab document as a fundamental pillar of the identity of nations and peoples. It stands as a witness to history and a legacy for future generations, affirming that documentary archives are an integral part of Arab cultural heritage and a cornerstone of the Arab nation’s identity.

On this occasion, I extend my deepest appreciation and respect to all Arab archivists, documentarians, and archival institutions. As custodians of our documentary heritage, I address this message to them: preserving and safeguarding this legacy is not only a sacred and essential duty but also a national responsibility that has become more urgent than ever, particularly at this critical historical juncture. Our Arab region faces unprecedented challenges that threaten its very existence and identity, compelling us to recognise the grave risks confronting Arab archives, including attempts to erase their identity, falsify their historical record, and distort the intellectual heritage of the Arab nation.

I would also like to express my sincere congratulations to the Arab Regional Branch of the International Council on Archives and to the United Arab Emirates on the election of Dr. Abdullah Majid Al Ali as President of the Regional Branch. We hope the Branch will continue its cooperation with the Institute in pursuing the necessary efforts to preserve and safeguard the Arab region’s archival heritage and to protect its historical assets.

I would also like to extend my congratulations to Dr. Ahmed bin Abdullah Al-Buainain of the State of Qatar on his election as Chairman of the Memory of the World Commission for the Arab Region. On this occasion, I urge the Commission to focus on enriching the “Memory of the World Register” with distinguished and unique Arab documentary contributions that preserve the rights of Arab nations and peoples, contribute to the advancement of human civilisation, and support the preservation of valuable manuscripts, archives, photographs, and maps in the Arab world through the use of modern technological means, thereby creating a sustainable environment for this precious heritage.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year, we celebrate Arab Document Day under the theme “The League of Arab States: Eighty Years of Joint Arab Action.” Our venerable organisation represents the first institutional framework to embody the dream of Arab unity. It was a pioneering organisation ahead of its time in recognising the importance of regional cooperation. Its establishment stemmed from a profound awareness among the Arab peoples of the need to create an entity that unites them, reflects their shared identity, and expresses their aspirations for the future.

In this context, I commend the historical documentary exhibition inaugurated earlier today, entitled “The League of Arab States in the Eyes of Arab Documentation and Archives Institutions,” which vividly reflects the theme of our celebration. I extend my sincere thanks to the Arab documentation and archival institutions, members of the Arab Regional Branch of the International Council on Archives, for their invaluable contributions in providing the exhibition with these exceptional documents on the League of Arab States.

The League of Arab States has long prioritised the preservation of Arab documentary heritage and has consistently called for joint efforts to protect and safeguard it. This includes supporting all initiatives and adopting the necessary strategies and resolutions to counter ongoing attempts to erase the history and heritage of the Arab nation. The opening of the League of Arab States Museum last September is a notable example of these efforts. This new institution, established at the League’s headquarters, houses artifacts that chronicle the history and progress of the Arab nation. It stands as a living testament to eight decades of joint Arab action and a message of continuity for the future. I invite you all to visit this museum and become part of this enduring story.

I am also pleased that this year’s Arab Document Day celebration honors the Sudanese National Archives and a distinguished group of Arab figures for their outstanding contributions to the preservation of our Arab documentary heritage.

Thank you, and peace, mercy, and blessings be upon you.
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