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Recorded address by His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, at the Opening Session of the Seventh Arab-China Cooperation Forum on Radio and Television

Your Excellency Ms. Cao Shumin,
Director of the National Radio and Television Administration of the People's Republic of China,




Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to take part in the opening of the Seventh Arab-China Cooperation Forum on Radio and Television. I extend my gratitude to the National Radio and Television Administration, headed by Her Excellency Ms. Cao Shumin, for its valuable efforts in organising this biennial event, which has become an important media platform bringing together officials and professionals from China and the Arab countries in the fields of radio and television. This forum provides an opportunity to exchange experiences, draw on each other’s expertise, and explore new avenues of cooperation that strengthen our shared relations and reinforce the deep bonds of friendship that have endured throughout history.




Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Arab-Chinese Cooperation Forum was launched in 2004 through the joint efforts of the League of Arab States and the People's Republic of China. Since its inception, it has achieved significant progress, and its various mechanisms have served as channels for fruitful cooperation and ongoing coordination across diverse fields. Undoubtedly, the convening of the First Arab-China Summit, hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in December 2022, was a major milestone in this integrated framework and a culmination of joint efforts to strengthen the strategic partnership between the Arab states and the People's Republic of China. It has also propelled our collective development efforts towards broader horizons. We look forward to the Second Arab-China Summit next year, and we remain committed to continuing mutual support in international forums, enhancing cooperation at all levels to address shared development challenges, ensuring a more prosperous future for generations to come, and jointly advancing the Belt and Road Initiative and the promising opportunities it offers to both sides.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The seventh session of the forum is being held under exceptionally difficult and complex international and regional circumstances, marked by the ongoing brutal war waged by the Israeli occupation against the Palestinian people across all the occupied Arab territories, particularly in the Gaza Strip. Gaza is witnessing an unprecedented war of extermination in which systematic starvation has been used as a weapon, amid international inaction and complicity, in blatant violation of all international and humanitarian laws.

As we meet to discuss the visual and audio media at this forum, I must pay tribute to all the journalists and photographers who have risked their lives to convey, through sound and image, the reality of what is taking place in Gaza—exposing the falsity of the Israeli narrative and revealing to the world the true, dark face of the Israeli occupation. I also salute the resilience and determination of the Palestinian journalists and photographers who continue to report from amidst the killing, destruction, and bombardment, standing firm in the face of Israeli oppression to ensure that the truth is heard. We are all aware that the Israeli war machine has claimed the lives of hundreds of Palestinian journalists so far, and the number continues to rise, while the campaign of extermination proceeds unchecked before the eyes of the world.

In this regard, I must also commend the role of the People’s Republic of China, as a permanent member of the Security Council, for its steadfast support of the Palestinian cause and the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights, including the establishment of their independent state with East Jerusalem as its capital. I further express appreciation for China’s principled and consistent stance on the war in Gaza—a position that has remained firm since the very first day.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Cooperation between the People’s Republic of China and the Arab states in the field of media has made remarkable progress, particularly through the Arab-Chinese Cooperation Forum for Radio and Television. This forum serves as an important platform where officials and professionals from both sides meet every two years to exchange experiences and knowledge, and to further enhance their expertise. Such interaction reflects the depth of friendship and cooperation between our two sides.

We fully recognise the pivotal role of the media in bridging distances between peoples, especially in this era of rapidly advancing technology and digital media. This accelerating pace compels us to strengthen cooperation in order to build a media system capable of countering the dominance of Western outlets that seek to control news, information, and the shaping of global public opinion.

Despite all these developments, radio and television channels remain trusted sources of official news amid the vast flow of information across digital platforms.

In conclusion, I once again express my gratitude for the kind invitation to participate in this new session and wish you every success in your endeavours. I also take this opportunity to reaffirm the League of Arab States’ commitment to advancing Arab-Chinese relations in a manner that serves the shared interests of our peoples and contributes to achieving the future we all aspire to—a world of peace and prosperity.

Thank you.












Speech-2(5)



3

image1.png




