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&«"@ SR . Ofiice of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
%

%/ GHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT

Remarks by Ms. Virginia Gamba, Special Representative of the Secretary-General

for Children and Armed Conflict
Wednesday. 15 September 2021 — virtual connection
07:30 (New Yark time)/13:30 (Cairo time)

17" Session of the League of Arab States

*Combating Violenece Against Children® Committee

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Salam Alevkum,

It is my honor to participate in today’s opening session of the 17" Session of the

‘Combating Violence against Children’ Committee.

[ thank the previous Presidency. the Republic of Sudan, as well as the current
Presidency. the Federal Republic of Somalia, for the opportunity to speak to you
today, as well as for their continuous cooperation with my Office on the protection

of conflict-affected children.

[ am very grateful for the fruitful partnership with the League of Arab States, which

was reinforced in 2014 with the signature of an agreement between the League and




the United Nations, to strengthen the protection of children affected by armed
conflict in the Arab world. Through regular exchanges and joint activities, we
contiue to build on this agreement, in particular with the LAS Social Affairs Sector,
and 1 would like to take this opportunity to commend the important leadership of my

colleague, Assistant Secretary-General Dr. Haifa Abu Ghazalah.

Together with her team and the Office of Special Rrepresentative Najat M'jid, who
18 also here with us, my Office recently organized a joint event on Protecting
Children in the Arab Region, which highlighted the need for all of us to do more and
work better together to improve the lives of children, and end and prevent grave

violations against them in the region.

The high numbers of grave violations against children, including recruitment and
use, killing and maiming, sexual violence, abduction, attacks on schools and
hospitals and the denial of humanitanan access, are a call on all of us to ACT to
better protect children. Last year alone, the United Nations verified about 24,000

grave violations against 19,300 children in the 22 situations covered by my mandate.

Children are among the most vulnerable and marginalized members of our societies.
They are often neglected, exploited, used, and abused, particularly in situations of

armed conflict, when many of them are orphaned or on the move, sometimes




becoming separated from their families. When unaccompanied, these children are

extremely vulnerable.

The escalation of conllict. onoing armed clashes, the multiplication of armed actors
and disregard for international humanitarian law and international human rights law
during armed contlict have had a severe impact on the protection of children, and.
since last year, the COVID-19 pandemic has added to the plight of children as, in
many places. access to education, medical care, safe spaces and social services for

children have been turther reduced.

The protection situation 1s especially dire for children on the move, ncluding
migrant children. children living in refugee or internally displaced persons camps,
stateless children, children in detention as well as those with intersecting
vulnerabilities. such as children with disabilities, from minorities and other

marginalized groups.

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My mandate is one of engagement - with Member States, regional and subregional
organizations. partics to conflict. civil society and many others - and we use a variety

of tools to advocate and push lor the better protection of children, ranging from

-



information-sharing to technical assistance and to the development of action plans
mandated by the Security Council to put in place measures to better protect children

and to prevent violations against them from occurring in the first place.

[ am convinced that the only way we can sustainably address the plight of conflict-
affected children is by creating strong partnerships across organizations and
mandates, al local, national. regional and global levels, Therefore, the prominent role
the League plays in the region makes its collaboration with my Office of paramount

importance, Allow me to make a few recommendations on the way forward:

First, we must prioritize the prevention of grave violations against children, to avoid
they be subjected to these horrendous crimes in the first place. Achieving sustainable
peace remains the best way to do so, and | urge all those involved in peace
negotiations to use the Guidance for Mediators that my Office has developed to
mclude language on child protection in all discussions and agreements from the
outset. In addition, children and young people arc key actors in breaking cycles of
violence and building long-lasting peace. It is essential that they are consulted and
participate meaninglully in peace initiatives. This is particularly true for girls, who
often remain excluded from consultations and decision-making. 1 also highlight the
importance of implementing all the Sustainable Development Goals in order to

better protect children, enable an environment propicious to their development, and




meet their current and future needs. 1t is imperative that Member States regularly
assess their progress and share experiences, which is why 1 highly encourage the

completion of Voluntary National Reviews in this regard.

Second, we need to ensure that reintegration and assistance programmes for children
victims of grave violations are available. Such programmes need to be age- and
gender-appropriate. survivor-centered and tailored to the needs of children. They
also need o be sustainably [unded. to ensure that we can meet the varnous needs of
child survivors and assist them beyvond just emergency care. I am glad that mental
health and psychological support for children is one of your agenda items today, as
[ cannot stress enough the importance of such assistance. In addition, we need to
work towards better understanding and addressing the gender dimensions of grave
violations, including the ways in which vielations alfect girls and boys differently,
and what we can do better to ensure that reintegration and service programmes are
gender-sensitive, My Office 1s conducting a dedicated research project in this regard,

and we will be happy to share the findings with you when completed.

Third. it 1s imperative (o strengthen legislation that protects children and holds
accountable the perpetrators ol grave violations. Overwhelmingly, crimes against
children still go unpunished, which adds to the trauma of victims and their families

and communities, and hampers already difficult prevention efforts, | therefore call




on all partners in the Arab region to criminalize the six grave violations in national
legislation, hold perpetrators 1o account, and ratify and endorse relevant regional and
international legal instruments, Regional organizations play an important role in

sharing good practices and harmonizing approaches in this regard.

Excellencies.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My Office stands ready to support the League of Arab States and its Member States
m implementing these recommendations, including through technical support and
policy advice. capacity-building and through the development and implementation
of joint ininiatives and joint advocacy. All of us have an important role to play and
so 1 ask you: Please continue your important efforts and let us ACT together to better

protect children.

[ thank vou for vour kind attention and look forward to our discussions!

Shukran!

fr
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